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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Idaho State Approving Agency is also known at the Idaho SAA. 



What is Survivors’ 
and Dependents’ 
Educational 
assistance program?

• Has a rating at 100% permanent and total disability
• Has died in the line of duty
• There are other qualifying criteria; refer to the VA’s DEA webpage for the 

complete list. 

THE VETERAN OR SERVICE MEMBER:

• Must be 18 or older
• The dependent may be married or unmarried
• May apply for their benefit at Apply For Education Benefits | Veterans Affairs 

(va.gov)

THE CHILD BENEFICIARY

• Fulltime rate of pursuit**
• This amount updates every October 1st

• Click here for updated payment rates
• Benefit is paid directly to student

DEA-CHP35 PAYS UP TO $1,488.00* IN BENEFIT AT AN IHL OR NCD

*AKA DEA
*AKA Chapter 35

*For Academic School Year that begins 
on 10/1/2023 through 9/30/2024

**Less for parttime or less rate of 
pursuit

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If a qualifying dependent had been awarded CHP35 or DEA benefits, and they are over 18 during their senior year of High School – they may use their benefit while attending high school. The funding may be used to help pay school and program fees as well as book fees. The funds go a long way to help students prepare for college as the funding may be used to pay for college applications and testing fees. NOTE: A Spouse also qualifies for CHP35: See VA’s DEA webpage for more information. 

https://www.va.gov/education/survivor-dependent-benefits/dependents-education-assistance/
https://www.va.gov/education/apply-for-education-benefits/application/5490
https://www.va.gov/education/apply-for-education-benefits/application/5490
https://www.va.gov/education/benefit-rates/chapter-35-rates/


DEA 
Dependent 
Criteria

• The event that qualified the dependent for DEA benefits happened to 
the Veteran or service member on or after August 1st, 2023 OR

• The dependent turned 18 years old on or after August 1, 2023 OR
• The dependent completed high school or secondary education on or 

after August 1st, 2023

DEPENDENTS MAY QUALIFY TO USE DEA BENEFITS AT ANY TIME 
WHEN ONE OF THE FOLLOWING IS TRUE FOR THE DEPENDENT:

• The event that qualified the dependent for DEA benefits happened to 
the Veteran or service member before August 1st, 2023 AND

• The dependent turned 18 years old before August 1, 2023 AND
• The dependent completed high school or secondary education before 

August 1st, 2023
For a Child of a Veteran who meets this criteria, benefits start at 18 
and the child beneficiary has 8 years to utilize benefits
o there may be exceptions so see VA’s DEA webpage

DEPENDENTS WHO HAVE AGE & TIME LIMITS FOR USING THEIR DEA 
BENEFITS PRESENT WHEN ALL THE BELOW CRITERIA IS TRUE:

*AKA DEA
*AKA Chapter 35

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A Dependent may be either a spouse or a child of an impacted Veteran or service member that meets the criteria outlined on VA’s DEA webpage. For the list of Veteran or service member criteria that enables a dependent to qualify for DEA/CHP 35 education benefits – see VA’s DEA webpage. 

https://www.va.gov/education/survivor-dependent-benefits/dependents-education-assistance/


TITLE 38 USC §3675
The approval process for high schools is streamlined 
because public High Schools are deemed approved under 
Title 38 USC §3675 

• Approved as a NCD or NonCollege-Degree program
• The reason being is that Title 38 USC §3675 

references “secondary school” and high schools are 
categorized as a secondary school.  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The approval process is streamlined under the “deemed approved” designation. 



IS MY HIGH 
SCHOOL 

ALREADY 
APPROVED BY 

THE IDAHO 
SAA?

TO DETERMINE IF A 
HIGH SCHOOL IS 
APPROVED FOR 
DEA/CHP 35, USE THIS 
LINK: 

GI Bill® Comparison Tool (Search 
By Name) | Veterans Affairs 
(va.gov) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Enter the name of the high school in the “search by name” bar. If the name of the High School shows up on this VA website, then the high school is already approved (by the Idaho SAA). If already approved, the beneficiary or their guardian may reach out to the High School’s principal or guidance counselor. If the name of the high school doesn’t show up on this VA website, then reach out to the High School’s principal and or other school leadership, such as a vice principal or guidance counselor asking them to reach out to the Idaho SAA by emailing: a slide with our email address is found on slides 6 and 8 of this presentation. You may also share this presentation with the High School leadership. 

https://www.va.gov/education/gi-bill-comparison-tool/
https://www.va.gov/education/gi-bill-comparison-tool/
https://www.va.gov/education/gi-bill-comparison-tool/


HIGH SCHOOL 
SUPPORTING 

DOCUMENTATION

A HIGH SCHOOL APPROVAL PACKET 
TO THE IDAHO SAA INCLUDES: 
1. The High School’s Student Handbook 
2. 22-8794 (list of designated school certifying officials or SCO)
3. Copies of all SCO certificate of completion of SCO Training  

(completed on VA’s website)
4. Completed 22-10288 (the actual application)
5. Supplemental Supporting Documents:

• VA Form 20-8206 (statement of assurance w EOL)
• Proof of Accreditation 
• Completion of exhibits as outlined in the application email 

received from the Idaho SAA

High Schools may request an approval packet from the 
Idaho SAA by emailing education@veterans.Idaho.gov. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
22-8026 is the Statement of Assurance of Compliance with Equal Opportunity Laws22-10288 is VA’s Uniform Application now required for all new facility approvals.Proof of Accreditation may be a letter or screenshot from the accreditation body’s websiteThere are several exhibits that need to be reviewed – many that schools would probably not use – like contracted programming approval – but the still need to be completed as part of the application. 

mailto:education@veterans.Idaho.gov


SUNSET FOR HIGH SCHOOLS IS COMING 

Cleland and Robert Joseph Dole Memorial Veterans Benefits and Health Care Improvement 
Act of 2022, Section 215, details veterans’ education benefits at a “secondary school” 
(high school), provided under Section 3501(a)(6) of Title 38, will be struck from the law and 
will be replaced with “postsecondary school.”  
• The cessation of use of this VA Chapter 35 Dependents’ Educational Assistance benefit at 

secondary schools, i.e., High Schools, will become effective August 1, 2026.

• The legislation that puts change into law is found on H.R. 2617 and is buried in that appropriation 
bill. See page 2477 using this link: https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20221219/BILLS-
117hr2617eas2.pdf 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1. As you recall, Title 38 USC §3675 references “secondary school” and high schools are categorized as a secondary school. 2. This legislation that was introduced changes what types of schools may be approved under Title 38 USC §3675 from “secondary school” to “postsecondary school”. 3. Because of this change, effective 8/1/2026 (a little more than 3 years), High Schools will no longer qualify to be approved as an NCD under Section 3501(a)(6) of Title 38!

https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20221219/BILLS-117hr2617eas2.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20221219/BILLS-117hr2617eas2.pdf


WHAT DOES THIS LEGISLATION MEAN?

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS CONTINUE TO BE APPROVED
 UNDER TITLE 38 USC §3675 UNTIL SUNSET  

• It is timeline restrictive but qualifying High School beneficiaries may 
continue to utilize benefits in the interim at an approved secondary school 

• It gives High Schools time to come up to speed on how to help their 
seniors who qualify for DEA benefits use their benefit to its fully potential.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Idaho SAA may continue to approve High Schools until the August 1, 2026After August 1, 2026 – approved High School programs will receive a notification of withdrawal from the Idaho SAA under Section 3501(a)(6) of Title 38 as a secondary school. 



CALLING HIGH SCHOOL LEADERS

REQUEST APPROVAL FOR DEA/CHP35 BENEFITS BY REACHING OUT TO 
EDUCATION@VETERANS.IDAHO.GOV

The DEA/CHP35 benefit is important for beneficiary students; we ask you 
to create and drive awareness of this important benefit for those affected 
students at the high school where you lead. 

• Drive awareness of this benefit by reaching out to students and parents.

• For those qualifying beneficiaries (who may or may not know this 
benefit is available to them), this benefit will help the family plan for 
their dependent’s next step into adulthood.

• High school principals can foster awareness by making this directive a 
strategic priority for their beneficiary student’s completion of High 
School as well as a steppingstone for a protected demographic that 
allows beneficiaries realize their future education and career goals.

• The Idaho SAA needs informed counselors to help qualifying students 
and their parents to understand their benefit and create awareness.

• The Idaho SAA is happy to present on this topic to any leader who requests it. 

mailto:education@veterans.Idaho.gov


Helpful Links and Resources for Beneficiaries & Certifying Officials

Thank you for your interest!

Check out the Idaho SAA’s webpage at Education | Division of Veterans Services (idaho.gov)

• Learn about the roles and responsibilities of the Idaho State Approving Agency (SAA)

• Find Idaho-specific Events and Information such as job and education fairs

• Discover Resources for Veterans, their Spouses & Dependents 

• Quick links to Resources for Certifying Officials

• And so much more…

https://veterans.idaho.gov/education/


QUESTIONS?

Email Questions to the Idaho State Approving Agency: education@veterans.Idaho.gov

mailto:education@veterans.Idaho.gov
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